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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT 

1. FOLLOWING IS THE DEPARTMENT'S APPROVED VERSION "^CONTROL 

OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT FOR ARGENTINA. THE REPORT 

IS FOR THE POST'S INFORMATION ONLY AND SHOULD NOT 

REPEAT SHOULD NOT BE RELEASED TO PUBLIC OR GOA UNTIL 

DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZES POST TO DO SO. INSTRUCTIONS 

FOR RELEASE WILL BE PROVIDED SEPTEL. DEPARTMENT WOULD 

APPRECIATE ANY COMMENTS ON REPORT THAT POST MAY WISH 

TO MAKE AT THIS TIME. 



ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

VS. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 

Mamret P. GrafeJd, Director 

(V ) Release ( ) Excise ( )Deny 

Exemptions): 

n( ) In Part (Win Full & TkoC- 


( ) Classify as ( ) Extend as ( ) Downgrade to 

Date Declassify on Reason 


OVER THE PAST TWENTY- FIVE YEARS ARGENTINA HAS PASSED 
THROUGH SEVERAL CYCLES OF ALTERNATING CIVILIAN AND 
MILITARY RULE; SINCE 1955, THERE HAVE BEEN SIX MILITARY 
AND SIX CIVILIAN PRESIDENTS. BEGINNING IN 1969, VIOLENCE 
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COUNTED PROGRESSIVELY FROM THE LEFT AND THE RIGHT 
\S GROUPS WITH WIDELY DIFFERENT POLITICAL OBJECTIVES 
AND CONCEPTIONS STRUGGLED FOR POWER. AS A RESULT, 

BOTH CIVILIAN AND MILITARY GOVERNMENTS HAVE MAINTAINED 
V " STATE OF SIEGE" FOR SOME NINE OF THE PAST TEN YEARS. 


Current Class: 


Page : 1 


Current Class: 
Current Handling: 
Document Number: 



198 0 STATE 02 7792 



AT THE HEIGHT OF THIS VIOLENCE IN 1975-1976, TERRORISM 
HAD TAKEN ON BROAD DIMENSIONS: BOMBINGS, ROBBERIES, 

KIDNAPPINGS AND ASSASSINATIONS FOR POLITICAL REASONS 
WERE COMMON OCCURRENCES. ORGANIZED TERRORIST GROUPS 
ON BOTH SIDES OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM NUMBERED 
SOME 5,000-6,000 PERSONS, WITH SYMPATHIZERS ESTIMATED 
AT AN ADDITIONAL 15,000. 
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BY 1976 THE SITUATION IN ARGENTINA HAD DETERIORATED 
SHARPLY. COURTS AND POLITICAL LEADERS WERE BEING 
INTIMIDATED; INFLATION APPROACHED 800 PER CENT; 

AND MANY ESSENTIAL PUBLIC SERVICES HAD BEEN DISRUPTED. 
AT" THIS POINT, THE ARMED FORCES AGAIN TOOK CONTROL 
OF THE STATE, WITH THE AVOWED GOALS OF PROMOTING 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND ENDING TERRORISM AND CORRUPTION. 
THEY PROMISED THAT DEMOCRACY WOULD ULTIMATELY 
BE RESTORED. THE ARMED FORCES MAINTAINED THE 
STATE OF SIEGE IMPOSED IN 1974 BY PRESIDENT MARIA 
ESTELA PERON, CLOSED CONGRESS, DEPOSED THE PRESIDENT, 
AND REPLACED ALL MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COURT. 

ELECTED STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIALS 
WERE REPLACED BY MILITARY OFFICERS, AND POLITICAL 
PARTY ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING THE RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY, 

WERE PROHIBITED. MOST TRADE UNIONS WERE INTERVENED 
AND ALL STRIKES WERE BANNED. 


THE SECURITY FORCES EMBARKED ON A WIDESPREAD 
COUNTER- CAMPAIGN OF VIOLENCE AIMED AT TERRORISTS 
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AS WELL AS ELEMENTS OF THE SOCIETY THEY CONSIDERED 
SUBVERSIVE; MANY KNOWN OR SUSPECTED TERRORISTS, 

AS WELL AS MANY PERSONS WITH NO SUBVERSIVE RECORD, 
DISAPPEARED. MANY OTHERS WERE DETAINED BY THE 
EXECUTIVE WITHOUT ANY SPECIFIC CHARGE UNDER THE 
"STATE OF SIEGE" POWERS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

CHE MOST CAREFULLY RECORDED AND DOCUMENTED LIST 
)F UNEXPLAINED DISAPPEARANCES , COMPILED BY THE 
PERMANENT ASSEMBLY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN BUENOS 
^IRES, CONTAINS ABOUT 6,500 CASES FOR THE PERIOD 
.976 TO 1979. SOME ESTIMATES, HOWEVER, RUN 
CONSIDERABLY HIGHER. THE MISSION OF THE NEW 
r ORK CITY BAR ASSOCIATION, WHICH VISITED ARGENTINA 
:N 1979, CONSIDERS A FIGURE OF 10,000 AS MORE 
lCCURATE, WHILE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ASSERTS 
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THAT 15-20,000 PERSONS HAVE DISAPPEARED. THERE 
IS SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE THAT MOST OF THESE PERSONS 
WERE ABDUCTED BY THE SECURITY FORCES AND INTERROGATED 
UNDER TORTURE; AS MOST HAVE NOT REAPPEARED, MANY 
OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT THEY -WERE SUMMARILY EXECUTED. 
THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS, DIFFICULT TO VERIFY, 

THAT SOME MISSING PERSONS HAVE BEEN SEENALIVE 
IN DETENTION CENTERS. 


AS REGARDS USE OF THE ARGENTINE EXECUTIVE'S "STATE- 
OF- SIEGE" DETENTION POWERS, SOME 8,200 PERSONS 
HAVE BEEN ARRESTED UNDER THESE PROVISIONS SINCE 
1994, BOTH BY THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT AND ITS 
PREDECESSOR. WHILE MANY OF THOSE SO DETAINED 
HAVE BEEN RELEASED, OTHERS HAVE BEEN HELD WITHOUT 
TRIAL FOR YEARS. IN THE VIEW OF THE EXECUTIVE, 

THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION PLACES NO SPECIFIC 
TIME LIMIT ON DETENTION UNDER THE "STATE OF SIEGE". 
SEVERAL COURTS (FIRST- INSTANCE AND 
APPELLATE) HELD THAT SUCH PROLONGED DETENTION 
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IS IN ESSENCE AN IMPOSITION OF PUNISHMENT WITHOUT 
DUE PROCESS, AND HENCE UNCONSTITUTIONAL. THE 
SUPREME COURT, HOWEVER, HAS OVERRULED THESE LOWER 
COURT DECISIONS AND UPHELD THE EXECUTIVE'S POSITION. 

CONDITIONS OF DETENTION WERE OFTEN CRUEL, AND 
SERIOUS PROBLEMS OF MISTREATMENT, OVERCROWDING, 

&ND INSUFFICIENT MEDICAL CARE OFTEN EXISTED. 

ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT ASSERTS THAT TORTURE 
tfAS NEVER AUTHORIZED, THERE IS EXTENSIVE -EVIDENCE 
IHAT TORTURE WAS ROUTINELY USED DURING 
INTERROGATION BY THE SECURITY FORCES. 

3EGINNING IN EARLY 1978, GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN 
DECLARED THE WAR ON TERRORISM TO HAVE BEEN WON. 
CONCEDING THAT EXCESSES HAD BEEN COMMITTED, THE 
NATIONAL AUTHORITIES, THROUGH A VARIETY OF 
DIRECTIVES AND PERSONNEL TRANSFERS, HAVE SOUGHT 
TO TIGHTEN CONTROL OVER THE OPERATIONS OF THE 
JECURITY FORCES. AT THE INVITATION OF THE 
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT, THE INTER -AMERICAN HUMAN 
LIGHTS COMMISSION VISITED ARGENTINA IN SEPTEMBER 
.979 TO INVESTIGATE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES. THE 
COMMISSION INTERVIEWED MANY GOVERNMENT, HUMAN 
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RIGHTS, RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL AND LABOROFFICIALS , 

AND HAD ACCESS TO SEVERAL PRISONS AND DETENTION 
■CENTERS. A MISSION OF THE NEW YORK CITY BAR 
ASSOCIATION WAS ALSO PERMITTED TO VISIT ARGENTINA 
IN 1979. 


SINCE LATE 1978, THE INCIDENCE OF DISAPPEARANCES 
HAS DECLINED SIGNIFICANTLY. THEY NUMBERED MANY 
THOUSANDS IN BOTH 1976 AND1977, AND OVER 500 
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IN 1978; SINCE THEN SUCH OCCURRENCES HAVE BEEN 
SHARPLY REDUCED. IN 1979 THERE WERE 44 KNOWN 
DISAPPEARANCES, MOST OF WHICH OCCURRED IN THE 
FIRST HALF OF THE YEAR. THERE ARE INDICATIONS 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS COMMITTEDITSELFTOEND 


THIS PRACTICE. 

THE NUMBER OF PRISONERS HELD WITHOUT CHARGE UNDER 
THE EXECUTIVE'S "STATE -OF- SIEGE" HAS BEEN REDUCED 
SUBSTANTIALLY; ABOUT 1,300 REMAINED IN LATE 1979. 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS RELEASED LARGE NUMBERS OF 
THESE DETAINEES. AN ESTIMATED 1,000 OTHERS HAVE 
BEEN TRIED AND CONVICTED AND ARE STILL SERVING 
PRISON TERMS. ABOUT 500 MORE ARE CURRENTLY ON 
TRIAL. A REVIEW BOARD IS WORKING ACTIVELY ON 
CASES OF THE REMAINING PRISONERS. A PRESIDENTIAL 
DECREE IN APRIL REGULARIZING PRISON RULES LED 
TO SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN MANY PRISON 
FACILITIES. 

rERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN ARGENTINA HAVE LARGELY 
3EASED . THERE ARE REPORTS THAT SMALL NUMBERS 
OF TERRORISTS ARE BEING TRAINED IN THIRD COUNTRIES 
1ND ARE RETURNING TO ARGENTINA. IN THREE SEPARATE 
ENSTANCES, TERRORISTS ATTEMPTED TO MURDER HIGH 
OFFICIALS IN LATE 1979. THE GOA HAS DECLARED 
THAT THE INCIDENTS OF THE PAST YEAR ARE ISOLATED 
EVENTS WHICH DO NOT SIGNAL A MAJOR RESURGENCE 
>F TERRORISM. 


>OLITICAL PARTY ACTIVITY CONTINUES TO BE PROHIBITED 
HD LABOR UNIONS REMAIN NARROWLY CIRCUMSCRIBED; 
IOVERNMENT GUIDELINES LIMIT FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION. 
HE GOVERNMENT HAS PROMULGATED NEW TRADE UNION 
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LABOR UNION ACTIVITY AND LAYS A BASIS FOR LIFTING 
THE PRESENT RESTRICTIONS. 

-THE LAW HAS BEEN CRITICIZED BY ARGENTINE AND 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS AS A GOVERNMENT 
ATTEMPT TO CURTAIL ORGANIZED LABOR'S POLITICAL 
AND ECONOMIC POWER. 


IN LATE 1979, THE GOVERNMENT PROMULGATED A "POLITICAL 
PLAN" CONTAINING BROAD GUIDELINES FOR AN EVENTUAL 
RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE AND A PROMISE TO DEVELOP 
SPECIFIC PROPOSALS IN 1980, FOLLOWING A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN MILITARY LEADERS AND DIVERSE CIVILIAN 
GROUPS . 

ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS ARE ACTIVE AND 
WELL. ORGANIZED, ALTHOUGH THEIR LEADERSHIP HAS 
BEEN SUBJECT TO SEVERE HARASSMENT AND ARREST. 

, RESPECT FOR THE INTEGRITY OK THE PERSON, 

INCLUDING FREEDOM FROM: 

A. TORTURE 


THERE IS EXTENSIVE EVIDENCE, PRIMARILY THE STATEMENTS 
OF FORMER DETAINEES, THAT TORTURE HAS BEEN ROUTINELY 
JSED BY THE SECURITY FORCES. IT HAS BEEN MOST 
FREQUENT DURING THE FIRST DAYS OF INTERROGATION 
\ND , ACCORDING TO NUMEROUS REPORTS, HAS TAKEN 
lUCII FORMS AS THE USE OF ELECTRIC SHOCK -IMMERSION 
)F THE HEAD IN WATER, MOCK EXECUTIONS, AND OTHER 
(TYPES OF SEVERE PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ABUSE. 
[HERE ARE ALSO CREDIBLE ALLEGATIONS THAT SUCH 
PRACTICES CONTINUED IN 1979, WITH NEW DETAINEES. 
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TiE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT HAS PUBLICLY STATED THAT 
:T HAS NEVER AUTHORIZED THE USE OF TORTURE. 

B. CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT 
OR PUNISHMENT 
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THERE IS AN EXTENSIVE BODY OF EVIDENCE INDICATING 
THAT -SUMMARY EXECUTION WAS A COMMON PRACTICE 
DURING THE YEARS WHEN LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE 
WERE BEING DETAINED BY THE SECURITY FORCES. 


BEFORE EARLY 1979, CONDITIONS OF IMPRISONMENT 
WERE POOR, AND MEDICAL SERVICES RUDIMENTARY. 

IN APRIL 1979, THE GOVERNMENT DECREED UNIFORM 
PRISON REGULATIONS WHICH HAVE LED TO A GENERAL 
IMPROVEMENT IN PRISON CONDITIONS. THERE ARE 
SOME REPORTS OF CONTINUED ABUSE, BUT IN GENERAL 
OVER-CROWDING HAS BEEN REDUCED, MEDICAL CARE 
IS” BETTER, AND VISITS BY FAMILY AND LEGAL COUNSEL 
ASSURED, AS IS THE RECEIPT OF EDUCATIONAL AND 
WRITING MATERIAL. THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE RED CROSS MAINTAINS A REGULAR PROGRAM 
OF PRISON VISITS. 

C. ARBITRARY ARREST AND IMPRISONMENT 

THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION, IN ARTICLE 23, 
ESTABLISHES THE POWER OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
TO DETAIN AND HOLD PRISONERS UNDER A "STATE OF 
SIEGE" (WHICH HAS BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE 1974) . 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ARE REFERRED TO 
AS THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE POWER ("PEN" FOR THE 
SPANISH WORDS PODER EJECUTIVO NACIONAL) . THE 

EXECUTIVE HAS INTERPRETED THE CONSTITUTION, WHICH 
PLACES NO EXPLICIT TIME LIMIT ON THE DURATION 



PAGE 08 STATE 027792 

OF THE PEN DETENTION, AS MEANING IT CAN HOLD 
PRISONERS UNDER THE PEN POWERS INDEFINITELY. 
rHE SUPREME COURT, OVERRULING A NUMBER OF LOWER 
COURT DECISIONS, HAS UPHELD THIS VIEW, ACCEPTING 
3ROAD AND UNSUBSTANTIATED CHARGES OF ASSOCIATION 
WITH SUBVERSION AS SUFFICIENT GROUNDS FOR DETENTION. 
SOME PEN PRISONERS HAVE BEEN IN JAIL WITHOUT 
CHARGE FOR SEVERAL YEARS -- INCLUDING A SIGNIFICANT 
JUMBER DETAINED BEFORE 1976. 

SINCE JANUARY 1, 1979, 44 PERSONS, WHO HAVE NOT 
SINCE BEEN LOCATED, HAVE DISAPPEARED UNDER 
CIRCUMSTANCES SUGGESTING THAT THEY WERE TAKEN 
SY SECURITY FORCES; MOST OF THESE DISAPPEARANCES 
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OCCURRED IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE YEAR. THERE 

HAVE ALSO BEEN CHARGES THAT PERSONS ARE BEING 

HELD CLANDESTINELY BY THE SECURITY FORCES. WHILE 

THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF PERSONS 

ARE THUS BEING HELD, HOPES HAVE BEEN NOURISHED 

BY THE EXPERIENCE OF SOME PRISONERS WHO "DISAPPEARED”, 

WERE PRESUMED TO BE DEAD, AND LATER -- IN SOME 
CASES MONTHS OR YEARS LATER -- REAPPEARED AS 
OFFICIALLY ACKNOWLEDGED PRISONERS HELD UNDER 
THE "PEN". REPORTS OF THE EXISTENCE OF CLANDESTINE 
CAMPS HAVE DIMINISHED IN THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS. 

IN' SEPTEMBER 1979 THE GOVERNMENT APPROVED A LAW 
SHORTENING THE PERIOD REQUIRED FOR A COURT FINDING 
OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATH; IT GIVES THE GOVERNMENT 
AS WELL AS RELATIVES THE RIGHT TO INITIATE 
PROCEEDINGS. THE LAW HAS ALLEVIATED SOME PERSONAL 
HARDSHIPS IN LEGAL AND FINANCIAL MATTERS; HOWEVER, 

IT HAS DRAWN SHARP CRITICISM FROM ARGENTINE HUMAN 
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RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS, RELATIVES, AND THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT BECAUSE THEY FEARED THE GOVERNMENT 
WOULD USE THE LAW TO ARBITRARILY CLOSE THE CASES 
OF THE DISAPPEARED. 

IN 1979 THE GOVERNMENT REDUCED THE NUMBER OF 
PRISONERS BEING HELD UNDER THE "PEN” FROM 3,400 
TO ABOUT 1,300, FREEING SOME, BRINGING SOME TO 
TRIAL, EXPELLING OTHERS AND ALLOWING STILL OTHERS 
TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY. PERHAPS ANOTHER 1,000 
ARE SERVING SENTENCES AFTER TRIAL AND CONVICTION 
ON CHARGES OF TERRORISM, OR "SUBVERSIVE" POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY OR ASSOCIATIONS. ABOUT 500 MORE ARE 
STILL IN TRIAL STATUS. 

D. DENIAL OF FAIR PUBLIC TRIAL 

IHE TRIAL OF THOSE ACCUSED OF SUBVERSION OR TERRORISM 
*AY BE HELD IN CIVILIAN OR MILITARY COURT. CIVILIAN 
IOURTS FOLLOW THE CUSTOMARY LEGAL PROVISIONS 
REGARDING OPEN „ AND FAIR TRIALS. ARGENTINE LAW, 
IOWEVER , REQUIRES WRITTEN RATHER THAN ORAL TESTIMONY, 
30 THAT "OPEN" HAS A DIFFERENT MEANING AND DIFFERENT 
TONSEQUENCES FROM THOSE IN OTHER LEGAL SYSTEMS. 

CHE LAW PROVIDES THAT THE CIVILIAN COURTS ARE 
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INDEPENDENT, BUT THE PRESSURES ACCOMPANYING TRIALS 
INVOLVING SUBVERSION AND TERRORISM MAKE IT DIFFICULT 
■FOR THE COURTS TO MAINTAIN INDEPENDENCE. MILITARY 
TRIBUNALS, BEFORE WHICH CIVILIANS MAY BE TRIED, 

CONDUCT THEIR PROCEEDINGS IN SECRET. THE DEFENDANTS 
HAVE ACCESS ONLY TO A MILITARY DEFENSE COUNSEL 
WHO IS USUALLY NOT A LAWYER. DEFENDANTS LEGALLY 
MAY BE KEPT UNAWARE OF THE EVIDENCE AGAINST THEM, 

IN BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PROCEEDINGS. 

AN ADEQUATE DEFENSE IN CASES OF TERRORISM OR 
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SUBVERSION IS ALSO DIFFICULT TO ENSURE BECAUSE 
MANY ATTORNEYS ARE RELUCTANT TO ASSUME CASES 
OF THIS NATURE FOR FEAR OF HARASSMENT AND REPRISALS. 
THE NEW YORK CITY BAR ASSOCIATION, IN ITS REPORT 
ON THE VISIT OF ITS MISSION OF LAWYERS TO ARGENTINA, 
CONCLUDES THAT SOME LAWYERS DISAPPEARED OR WERE 
DETAINED AS THE RESULT OF DEFENDING CLIENTS AND 
CAUSES UNPOPULAR WITH THE GOVERNMENT, RESULTING 
IN THE INTIMIDATION OF OTHER LAWYERS. 

WHILE THE COURTS ARE CONSTITUTIONALLY INDEPENDENT, 

IN 1976 THE JUNTA REPLACED ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
SUPREME COURT; IT ALSO REMOVED A NUMBER OF JUDGES 
IN LOWER COURTS, THOUGH MOST JUDGES WERE RETAINED. 
IHE COURTS HAVE OFTEN UPHELD EXECUTIVE 
INTERPRETATIONS OF LAWS AND THE CONSTITUTION. 

HOWEVER , THERE HAVE BEEN INSTANCES, WHEN THE 
70URTS CHALLENGED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS AND 
INTERPRETATIONS OF ITS POWERS . THE MOST. -CELEBRATED 
DF THESE CASES REVOLVED AROUND DETAINED NEWPAPER 
PUBLISHER JACOBO TIMERMAN -- WHO WAS ORDERED 
RELEASED BY THE SUPREME COURT IN AN OPINION THE 
JUNTA UPHELD DESPITE THE REPORTED OBJECTION OF 
iOME MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY. 

HE BAR ASSOCIATION' S REPORT ALSO HIGHLIGHTS 
)THER PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LACK OF DUE 
PROCESS, BUT DOES STATE THAT "THE INGREDIENTS 
■OR PROGRESS ARE PRESENT" IN ARGENTINA. IN ITS 


EPORT THE ASSOCIATION CITED THE DECLINE IN ABDUCTIONS, 
HE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO EXPAND PROCEDURAL 
AFEGUARDS, AND CERTAIN SUPREME COURT EFFORTS 
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TO EXERT PRESSURE IN THE DIRECTION OF DUE PROCESS. 
THE REPORT RECOMMENDS THE REMOVAL OF ALL DETAINEES 
FROM EXECUTIVE DETENTION, NEW TRIALS FOR THOSE 
CONVICTED IN MILITARY COURTS, AN ACCOUNTING FOR 
THE DISAPPEARED, THE TERMINATION OF RESTRICTIONS 
ON THE EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT OF OPTION (SEE SECTION 
3B) AND THE REESTABLISHMENT OF THE RULE OF LAW 
AND CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES. 


E. INVASION OF THE HOME 

THE SANCTITY OF THE HOME HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN 
PROTECTED BY ARGENTINE LAW, CUSTOM AND PRACTICE. 

THE SECURITY FORCES, HOWEVER, HAVE OFTEN VIOLATED 
SUCH SANCTITY DURING THEIR ANTI -TERRORIST AND 
ANTI -SUBVERSIVE OPERATIONS. THOUGH THE NUMBER 
OF INTRUSIONS DROPPED OFF DURING 1979, INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE SUGGESTS THAT VIOLATIONS OF THE HOME'S 
SANCTITY IN THE FORM OF RAIDS AND UNAUTHORIZED 
SEARCHES REMAINS A PRACTICE OF THESE FORCES. 

2. GOVERNMENT POLICIES TOWARD THE FULFILLMENT 
OF SUCH VITAL NEEDS AS FOOD, SHELTER, HEALTH 
CARE AND EDUCATION: 

ARGENTINA IS ONE OF THE MOST ADVANCED OF THE 
MEWLY INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS. INDICES OF ARGENTINA'S 
STANDARD OF LIVING ARE HIGH. IN 1978 PER CAPITA 
INCOME IN CURRENT DOLLARS WAS $2,331 AND ARGENTINE 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE -- WITHIN THE ECONOMIC -CONSTRAINTS 
3F RECENT YEARS -- SOUGHT TO CONFRONT SOCIAL 
IEEDS . 


JNEMPLOYMENT IN ARGENTINA WAS ONLY 1 . 8 PERCENT 
[N 1978; THE DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME HAS BECOME 
jESS EQUAL IN RECENT YEARS, IN PART AS A RESULT 



>AGE 12 STATE 02 7 7 92 

>F GOVERNMENT POLICIES DESIGNED TO REDUCE INFLATION 
iND REVITALIZE THE COUNTRY'S PRODUCTIVE SECTOR. 
OWARD THAT END, THE GOVERNMENT HAS MADE AN EFFORT 
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TO OPEN THE ECONOMY TO EXTERNAL COMPETITION BY 
LOWERING TARIFF PROTECTION, REDUCING SUBSIDIES, 

AND LIMITING STATE INVOLVEMENT IN THE ECONOMY. 

INFLATION, HOWEVER, IS STILL HIGH, RUNNING AT 
ABOUT 160 PERCENT FOR THE YEAR. 

THE TAX SYSTEM IS PROGRESSIVE AND TAX COLLECTIONS 
ARE INCREASINGLY EFFECTIVE, THOUGH COMPLIANCE 
REMAINS A PROBLEM. 

EDUCATION HAS BEEN FREE AND IS WIDELY AVAILABLE, 

ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT IS NOW MOVING TO REQUIRE 
TUITION FOR UNIVERSITY-LEVEL EDUCATION. ILLITERACY 
IS VIRTUALLY NON-EXISTENT. HEALTH CARE PROGRAMS 
ACCOUNT FOR A MAJOR SHARE OF THE GOVERNMENT'S 
BUDGET. GOVERNMENT, PRIVATE, AND TRADE UNION 
MEDICAL CARE PROGRAMS MAKE TREATMENT AVAILABLE 
AND AFFORDABLE TO MOST OF THE POPULATION. 

THERE IS A SERIOUS HOUSING DEFICIT IN ARGENTINA, 

MUCH OF IT ATTRIBUTABLE TO NOW DEFUNCT LEGISLATION 
THAT SUSTAINED RENT CONTROL GUIDELINES. CORRUPTION 
IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR HAS DECLINED SIGNIFICANTLY 
UNDER THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT. 

3. RESPECT FOR CIVIL AND POLITICAL LIBERTIES, 

INCLUDING: 

A. FREEDOM OF SPEECH, RELIGION, AND ASSEMBLY 



PAGE 13 STATE 027792 

THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION PROVIDES FOR THESE 
FREEDOMS, BUT UNDER BOTH CIVILIAN AND MILITARY 
GOVERNMENTS THEY HAVE BEEN CIRCUMSCRIBED SINCE 
IHE IMPOSITION OF THE " STATE OF SIEGE" IN NOVEMBER 
1974. THE CLIMATE OF VIOLENCE AND REPRESSION 
IN ARGENTINA IN RECENT YEARS HAS MADE MANY ARGENTINES 
FEARFUL OF EXERCISING FREEDOM OF SPEECH. 

SINCE 1976 THE GOVERNMENT HAS INTERVENED OR CONFISCATED 
V NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS, NOTABLY LA OPINION, EDITED 
3Y JACOBO TIMERMAN. JOURNALISTS HAVE BEEN AMONG 
THE ARGENTINES WHO "DISAPPEARED" . ALTHOUGH THE 
3 RESS IS NOT SUBJECT TO PRIOR OFFICIAL CENSORSHIP, 

X)VERNMENT- IMPOSED GUIDELINES RESULT IN SELF- 
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CENSORSHIP. NEWSPAPERS HAVE, HOWEVER, ACTIVELY 
CRITICIZED THE GOVERNMENT ON ECONOMICPOLICY 
•AND HAVE DISCUSSED POLITICAL ISSUES INCLUDING, 

ESPECIALLY IN RECENT MONTHS, HUMAN RIGHTS. MOST 
FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS ENTER ARGENTINA WITHOUT 
CENSORSHIP ALTHOUGH OCCASIONALLY SOME ISSUES 
ARE CENSORED FOR POLITICAL AND SEXUAL CONTENT. 

THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION REQUIRES THAT THE 
PRESIDENT BE A MEMBER OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

AND THE MAJORITY OF ARGENTINES PROFESS THIS FAITH. 

OTHER RELIGIONS ARE REQUIRED TO REGISTER WITH 

THE GOVERNMENT; ALL BUT ONE ARE PERMITTED TO 
FUNCTION, AND THERE ARE SUBSTANTIAL MINORITY 
RELIGIOUS GROUPS, INCLUDING A 450,000 MEMBER 
JEWISH COMMUNITY. THERE ARE CREDIBLE REPORTS 
OF ANTI-SEMITIC ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOUR IN THE 
SECURITY FORCES, BUT THE GOVERNMENT PUBLICY CONDEMNS 
RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE AND MAINTAINS OFFICIALLY 
CORRECT RELATIONS WITH THE ORGANIZED JEWISH COMMUNITY. 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS REFUSED TO PERMIT THE LEGAL 
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REGISTRATION OF THE JEHOVAH ' S WITNESSES WHO NUMBER 
APPROXIMATELY 30,000 IN ARGENTINA. THEIR PROPERTIES 
AND MEETING PLACES HAVE BEEN CLOSED, AND WITNESS 
CHILDREN HAVE BEEN EXPELLED FROM PROVINCIAL SCHOOL 
SYSTEMS FOR REFUSING TO SALUTE THE FLAG AND SING 
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM. ALTHOUGH THE SUPREME COURT 
HAS NOW RULED IN ONE CASE THAT PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO -SCHOOL, 

THE WITNESSES STILL REPORT INSTANCES AT THE LOCAL 
LEVEL WHERE CHILDREN ARE EXPELLED FROM SCHOOL 
FOR FAILURE TO RESPECT NATIONAL SYMBOLS. 

SEVERAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS, UNITING ACTIVISTS 
\ND RELATIVES OF THE DISAPPEARED, HAVE PLAYED 
\ SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN ARGENTINA OVER THE PAST 
SEVERAL YEARS . SOME LEADERS OF THESE GROUPS 
tfERE HARASSED AND THREATENED DURING 1979, AND 
POLICE RAID ON THE HEADQUARTERS OF THREE OF 
CHE ORGANIZATIONS IN AUGUST RAISED QUESTIONS 
iBOUT THE FUTURE. THE POLICE ACTION WAS ORDERED 
5Y A FEDERAL JUDGE. THE FILES OF THE ORGANIZATIONS 
IE I ZED DURING THE RAIDS HAD NOT BEEN RETURNED 
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TO THEM BY DECEMBER, WHEN THIS REPORT WAS PREPARED . 

THE "MOTHERS OF THE PLAZA DE MAYO" -- RELATIVES 
■OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS -- WHO USED TO ASSEMBLE 
IN FRONT OF THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR IN THE 
PLAZA DE MAYO, WERE FORCIBLY PREVENTED FROM USING 
THE PLAZA LATE IN 1978 AND EARLY 1979 AND WERE 
NOT PERMITTED TO RETURN IN 1979* SOME OF THE 
"MOTHERS" THEMSELVES DISAPPEARED, INCLUDING AT 
LEAST ONE DURING 1979. 

B . FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT WITHIN THE COUNTRY, 
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FOREIGN TRAVEL AND EMIGRATION 

ARGENTINES ARE FREE TO TRAVEL WITHOUT RESTRICTION 
WITHIN THE COUNTRY AND TO LEAVE WITHOUT RESTRICTION. 
THEY ARE FREE TO EMIGRATE. THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION 
PERMITSPERSONSHELDUNDER EXECUTIVE DETENTION 
(PEN) TO CHOOSE SELF -EXILE. EXERCISE OF THIS 
UNTIL 1978 AND IS STILL RESTRICTED THROUGH THE 
USEOF AN EXTENSIVE SCREENING PROCESS FOR ALL 
APPLICANTS. MANY APPLICATIONS WERE DENIED DURING 
1979, EVEN THOUGH THE APPLICANTS HELD DOCUMENTS 
AUTHORIZING THEM TO ENTER OTHER COUNTRIES. 

C. FREEDOM TO PARTICIPATE IN THE POLITICAL 
PROCESS 

\FTER THE MARCH 1976 COUP D'ETAT, THE GOVERNMENT 
RESTRICTED OR SUSPENDED MOST ELEMENTS OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL PROCESS. IT HAS EXPRESSED 
ITS INTENTION OF MOVING THE COUNTRY BACK TOWARD 
FORMAL CONSTITUTIONAL, DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES BUT 
IAS NOT ESTABLISHED A TIMETABLE FOR REACHING 
[HI S GOAL. IN DECEMBER 1979, THE GOVERNMENT 
PROMULGATED A "POLITICAL PLAN" CONTAINING BROAD 
JUI DELINES AND A COMMITMENT FOR AN EVENTUAL RETURN 
n O CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT. THE PLAN PROMISES IMPLEMENTING 
LEGISLATION IN THE SECOND HALF OF 1980 FOLLOWING 
v DIALOGUE BETWEEN MILITARY LEADERS AND DIVERSE 
!IVILIAN GROUPS. 

HE RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY FOR POLITICAL GROUPS HAS 

-EEN SUSPENDED SINCE MARCH OF 1976, BUT THE GOVERNMENT 

AS TOLERATED A LOW LEVEL OF ORGANIZED POLITICAL 
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ACTIVITY BY ESTABLISHED POLITICAL PARTIES. PARTY 
LEADERS MEET, SPOKESMEN CRITICIZE A VARIETY OF 
-GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND ACTIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS 
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ARE ISSUED IN THE NAMES OF SPECIFIC PARTIES. 

SOME INFORMAL MEETINGS OF PARTY LEADERS HAVE, 
HOWEVER, BEEN DISRUPTED BY THE POLICE, AND THE 
LEADERS DETAINED FOR BRIEF PERIODS. 

ARGENTINE WOMEN ENJOY EQUAL JURIDICAL STATUS 
WITH MEN. WOMEN'S RIGHTS ARE NOT A CONTENTIOUS 
ISSUE IN ARGENTINA, AS JOBS AND EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES, ALONG WITH SUPPORT SYSTEMS THAT 
FACILITATE THE SIMULTANEOUS HANDLING OF JOB AND 
FAMILY, ARE READILY AVAILABLE. SEX DISCRIMINATION 
IS PROHIBITED IN EDUCATION, POLITICS AND EMPLOYMENT. 
TRADITION AND SOCIAL CUSTOMS STILL DICTATE THAT 
A WOMAN'S PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY IS TO HUSBAND 
AND HOME AND LIMIT WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN THE 
WORK FORCE. 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS INTERVENED MAJOR TRADE UNIONS, 
REPLACING HIGH LEVEL UNION OFFICIALS WITH MILITARY 
PERSONNEL, AND STRIKES HAVE BEEN PROHIBITED. 

IN 1976, AND AGAIN IN MID-1979, THE GOVERNMENT 


DETAINED A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT LABOR LEADERS 
(ALMOST ALL HAVE SINCE BEEN RELEASED) . STRIKES 
FOR WAGE INCREASES HAVE NEVERTHELESS OCCURRED 
AND NEARLY ALL HAVE BEEN SETTLED WITHOUT VIOLENCE. 
ON NOVEMBER 15, AFTER MORE THAN THREE YEARS OF 
STUDY, THE GOVERNMENT ISSUED A NEW TRADE UNION 
LAW WHICH SETS THE GUIDELINES FOR TRADE UNION 
ORGANIZATION AND LAYS THE GROUNDWORK FOR LIFTING 
IHE SUSPENSION OF UNION ACTIVITIES WHICH HAS 
3EEN IN EFFECT SINCE THE ARMED FORCES TOOK POWER 
IN 1976. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHEN THE GOVERNMENT 
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tfILL LIFT THE SUSPENSION OF THE RIGHT TO STRIKE 
tfJD TO BARGAIN COLLECTIVELY. FROM THE GOVERNMENT'S 
3 OINT OF VIEW, THE NEW LAW IS DESIGNED TO INTRODUCE 
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MORE GRASS ROOTS DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE WORKERS THAN EXISTED IN THE PAST; LABOR 
LEADERS, ON THE OTHER HAND, SEE IT AS AN EMASCULATION 
OF UNION POWER, AS IT PROSCRIBES ALL POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY AND GREATLY RESTRICTS CONTROL OVER SOCIAL 
FUNDS . THE PROCEDURAL STEPS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE NEW LAW WILL NOT BE CLARIFIED UNTIL THE 
MINISTRY OF LABOR ISSUES DETAILED REGULATIONS, 

WHICH MAY TAKE UP TO ANOTHER 120 DAYS TO BE DRAFTED . 

THE ICFTU HAS CONDEMNED THE LAW AS A VIOLATION 
OF UNION RIGHTS. 

IN’ SEPTEMBER 1979, TWO MAJOR GROUPS OF UNION 
LEADERS MERGED TO FORM THE UNITED LEADERSHIP 
OF ARGENTINE WORKERS (CUTA) , A PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE 
WHICH PURPORTS TO SPEAK IN THE NAME OF THE ORGANIZED 
ARGENTINE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN THE ABSENCE 
OF AN OFFICIALLY FUNCTIONING NATIONAL CENTRAL 
BODY. ALTHOUGH ENJOYING NO OFFICIAL STANDING 
DR RECOGNITION BY THE GOVERNMENT, CUTA IS ACTIVE 
IN MAKING ITS VIEWS KNOWN. FOR EXAMPLE, CUTA 
DPPOSES THE RECENT TRADE UNION LAW ON GROUNDS 
THAT IT RESTRICTS FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND 
THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE AS DEFINED IN CONVENTIONS 
37 AND 98 OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION 
\S RATIFIED BY THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT. IT 
ALS O OPPOSES THE NEW LAW'S PROHIBITION AGAINST 
POLITICAL ACTION BY TRADE UNIONS. 

1 . GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE AND RECORD REGARDING 
INTERNATIONAL AND NON - GOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION 
3F ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS: 
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IN LATE 1978, THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT INVITED 
7HE INTER -AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION TO 

MS IT ARGENTINA. THAT VISIT TOOK PLACE FROM 
SEPTEMBER 6 TO 20, 1979. THE COMMISSION MET 
fITH PRESIDENT VIDELA AND OTHER HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT, 
[UMAN RIGHTS, RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL, AND LABOR 
>FFICIALS, TOOK TESTIMONY FROM FAMILY MEMBERS 
•F DISAPPEARED PERSONS AND FROM FORMER PRISONERS, 

ND VISITED SEVERAL PRISONS AND DETENTION CENTERS. 

HE COMMISSION WILL SUBMIT ITS FORMAL REPORT 
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TO THE OAS IN 1980. ARGENTINA HAS NOT SIGNED 
THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF HE RED CROSS 
( ICRC) MAINTAINS AN ACTIVE PROGRAM IN ARGENTINA, 

WITH GOVERNMENT APPROVAL, ON BEHALF OF IMPRISONED 
PERSONS. THE ICRC ALSO MONITORS PRISON CONDITIONS. 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS USUALLY RECEIVED AND FACILITATED 
THE EFFORTS OF VARIOUS GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS 
SEEKING TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
ABUSE. 

VANCE 
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